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FOREWORD

The BDP's message to Batswana for the 1999 elections is "Take advantage of the 
opportunities offered by BDP in the coming millennium."

Together we will make Botswana a country to be proud of.

Let us collectively create a life of self- reliance as opposed to a dependency 
syndrome 'Mokodua go tsosiwa o o itsosang'. 

We have come a long way over the past 33 years in terms of economic and social 
developments.

In this our 1999Manifesto, we creatively and deliberately open a vista of 
opportunities geared towards enhancing the quality of life of all Batswana. 

Emphasis is on empowerment of Batswana, to enable them to participate 
meaningfully in every aspect of our economy.

Our aim is to involve all stakeholders in substantially reducing current levels 
of poverty and unemployment with the long-term objective of eradicating poverty.

The BDP will continue to provide the necessary leadership, policy, and 
strategies to achieve these objectives. 

Social equity and justice will be essential considerations as we craft policies 
and programmes.

Issues of balance, pertaining to vulnerable groups, gender, ethnicity, 
geographical location, languages and other imbalances will feature prominently 
on our development agenda.

Furthermore, we will pay special attention to the development of a strong civil 
society, laying emphasis on population dynamics and human development.

The BDP will continue to pursue new strategies to mitigate the effects of HIV / 
AIDS and arrest the spread of the virus. 

The opposition has spent the last 5 years perfecting their skills in opposing 
everything the BDP has done without offering alternatives.

What is even more disturbing is that in the process, they have also excelled in 
their resort to intolerance and abuse.

They have failed dismally to offer Batswana a viable alternative.

Since the formation of the BDP in 1962, we have provided capable visionary 
leadership, first to the membership of the party, and in the running of the 
affairs of the country.

The party has remained one solid and united force under the leadership of Sir 
Seretse Khama, followed by Sir Ketumile Masire, and now, under my leadership.

We cannot afford to enter the new millennium with uncertainty.

Now would be the worst possible moment to try out any of the alternative 
opposition parties.

Vote BDP and be guaranteed peace and stability, dignity, human rights, 
prosperity and equality before the law. 
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1994 MANIFESTO PROMISES AND DELIVERY

Table (3 pages)

BDP PROMISED
/
SINCE 1994 THE BDP GOVERNMENT DELIVERED

MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE
- To promote productivity in the Civil service
- To promote efficiency and openness
/
- Decentralization on-going
- Computerization on-going
- National Productivity Centre programmes expanded
- WITS programme introduced Performance Management Systems introduced

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
- To promote Job Creation
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- To promote Economic Empowerment
/
- Achieved 7.7% growth in Manufacturing
- Funds voted for the establishment of Micro Credit Fund
- Credit guarantee scheme in place
- SMME policy adopted

LABOUR
- To review National Legislation
- To urge unions to intensify campaign for membership
- To review annual grant to unions
/
- Labour laws are being reviewed
- Radio programmes in place
- Reviewed and increased substantially

CORRUPTION AND ECONOMIC CRIME
- To establish DCEC
/
- Legislation reviewed and amendment in progress
- CEDAW acceded to
- NGOs are assisted financially to educate women
- Women's policy in place
- Women's Affairs department established

CHILDREN
- To ratify International Convention on the rights of the Child
- To protect rights of the child
- To promote education of the girl Child
/
- Ratified convention on rights of child
- Affiliation Proceedings Act amended
- Adoption Act amended
- Children's Act being revised
- Increased primary school enrolment by 30 000

NGO'S
- To foster more harmonious collaboration with government
- Increased consultation and financial support

VULNERABLE GROUPS
- To improve existing programmes
- Policy on Disabled approved and being implemented
- RAD programme reviewed to improve

EDUCATION
- To improve quality
- To improve access
/
- Science and Technology policy adopted 2 billion spent on development in 1998 /
1999
- 1.5 billion on recurrent in 98/99
- Secondary school enrolment increased by 50 000
- Aggressive implementation of Revised National Policy on Education
- Task force on Tertiary Education appointed
- Distance Learning Act introduced Botswana Technology Centre Act adopted

ENVIRONMENT
- To ensure sustainable use of the environment
- To protect the environment.
/
- NCS given more payers
- Several environmental conventions ratified
- Environmental impact assessment legislation enacted
- Waste management department established
- Rural sanitation programme ongoing and improved to reduce groundwater 
pollution
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HOUSING
- To accelerate land servicing
- To improve access to housing
- To allocate all ALSP plots
/
- Land servicing to be shared with developers
- New housing policy in process of being adopted and being implemented
- Increased SHHA financial assistance
- Housing Credit Fund being established
- All ALSP plots allocated

SOCIAL SERVICES
- To construct Letsibogo dam
- To promote HIV awareness and prevention of infection
- To construct health facilities
- To look at old age pension
/
- P1.4 billion Letsibogo dam constructed and north south pipeline 95% complete
- Home based Care introduced
- MTP II implementation started
- Parliamentary HIV / AIDS committee formed
- New Health posts, Clinics and Hospitals built and some expanded
- Old age pension introduced

ROADS
- To construct Trans - Kalahari
- To construct Tuli Block roads
- To build more rural roads
/
- Trans Kalahari completed 595 km at P 300M
- Tuli Block Tswapong roads construction in progress
- All NDP 7 rural roads constructed and new ones in progress covering 1900 km of
paved roads and 101 km of access roads.

RAILWAY S
- To construct container terminals
- To rehabilitate railway
- To run at a profit
/
- Containers in Francistown & Gaborone being built.
- Railway rehabilitated.
- Railway now making a profit

AIR SERVICES
- To run an efficient service
- To achieve cost saving
/
- Air line now operating at a profit and paying dividends

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
- To increase telephone lines in rural areas
- To introduce mobile phones
- To introduce competition
/
- Connections increased from 31000 to 70000
- Competition introduced new suppliers of cellular phones
- Botswana Telecomm Authority now established

POSTAL SERVICES
- To build nine post offices a year
- To expand facilities in highly populated areas
- To develop facilities in rural areas
/
- Post offices built annually till 1997
- Mail boxes introduced for urban areas
- Postal agencies now being established in rural areas

RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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- To strengthen local authorities
- To continue decentralization
- To facilitate community involvement
- To support local authorities
/
- Process on-going, accelerated training, computerization and improved financial
management systems introduced
- Preparation on-going
- Increased VDC allowances
- More radio programmes
- Increased Revenue Support Grant and logistical support

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
- To enhance relations with other countries
- To enhance relations with international organizations
- To promote world peace
- To strengthen capacity of missions
/
- Increased missions abroad to 12
- Have more international organizations based in Botswana
- Participated in peaceful resolutions of conflicts in Africa
- Process on-going to strengthen missions

1. THE ECONOMY 

The momentum of social services provision and physical infrastructure 
development must always be premised on sustainable economic growth to generate 
national wealth; reduce unemployment and alleviate poverty.

Our overall objective must be to achieve higher economic efficiency and 
competitiveness.

This will be done through improved programme delivery and project 
implementation, inflation containment, stable interest rates, positive credit 
growth, broad budgetary balance, and promotion of overall increase in national 
productivity. 

For many years our economic growth has been mainly mineral driven.

We are a young economy in terms of industrialization.

Our efforts to diversify the economy must be intensified in order to secure a 
place for Botswana in the world markets. 

BDP has over the years developed an economic climate characterized by strong 
fiscal discipline and sound monetary policies, and remains committed to the long
term objective of achieving the targets set out invision 2016. 

2. POVERTY AND UNEMPLOYMENT 

Evidence from the UNDP's now instructive, authoritative Human Development Index 
rates Botswana 97th out of 174 countries of the world.

It further rates Botswana 4fh in Africa. 

Despite quantum leap socio-economic advances, poverty and unemployment remain 
the 2 most important challenges facing the Republic of Botswana.

Statistics on poverty and unemployment have generally concluded that most of the
existing policies and programmes are well conceived and justifiable.

The BDP remains committed to the long-term eradication of these two national 
evils, which impact negatively on the quality of life for Batswana. 

This manifesto accepts that poverty alleviation and unemployment should be 
addressed much more broadly.

It addresses the challenges and seeks possible solutions thereto by engaging all
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stakeholders including central and local government, parastatals, national 
committees, as well as employers and employees.

The BDP sets the framework for the adoption of a healthy work ethic, a positive 
philosophy and in particular a life of self-reliance as opposed to the 
dependency syndrome.

The following paragraphs set out strategies, policies and programmes, which will
create employment and alleviate poverty, as the BDP offers the people of 
Botswana 

A MILLENIUM FOR OPPORTUNITIES' 

3.SOCIAL SERVICES AND PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

The Republic of Botswana under successive BDP governments has made significant 
strides in the provision of services and physical infrastructure for human 
development.

Due to our stage of development, the size of our country, a sparsely distributed
population coupled with high population growth rates since independence, these 
services are still to reach all our people.

To date the BDP government has tarred 5500 kms of road surface and provided 
97000 direct telephone exchange lines connections.

In the next five years BDP will intensify its efforts to extend these amenities 
to the rest of the country. 

To this end BDP will: 

- Extend the coverage of the ongoing Rural Infrastructure Upgrading Programme to
improve internal roads, provide street lighting, sanitation, and electricity in 
district and Sub-District headquarters to other settlements. 

- Vigorously implement the recently adopted National Settlement Policy to bring 
services closer to Batswana.

Settlements with populations of 150 will now qualify for provision of services. 

- Intensify the implementation of the Rural Electrification Programme and 
continue to find ways of making power readily accessible.

The BDP will continue to promote the 10 years capital repayment plan, and 
purchase of sim-cards. 

- Intensify the implementation of the Rural Water Supply Programme and continue 
to assist in providing potable water beyond communal standpipes. 

- Build more health facilities to cater for our growing population and surpass 
what is already a milestone in terms of accessibility to health services.
 
- Intensify public education and awareness on HIVIAIDS in line with the 
aspirations espoused in Vision 2016 with the view to removing the stigma 
surrounding the disease. 

- Continue efforts to expand the country's road network to make road l transport
more accessible and economic to all users.

- Intensify the implementation of the Rural Sanitation Programme and explore new
technologies to eliminate ground water pollution. 

- Continue efforts to introduce reliable telephone and postal services to rural 
areas especially in small settlements and remote areas. 

Intensify the National Rural Roads and Bridges Programme to facilitate access to
settlements, lands and cattle posts to facilitate the movement of agricultural 
produce and inputs. 
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Promote home ownership through aggressive implementation of the new housing 
policy; in order to ensure that the low income and lower middle income groups 
gain access to housing. 

4. PRIVATE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT 

Over the past three decades, BDP has been successful in creating an environment 
conducive to investment.

Through the able leadership of the BDP, Botswana has been among the fastest 
growing economies in the world, for ten successive years; and the Botswana Stock
Exchange has become the fastest growing emerging market. 

The next phase of our Economic Development process will see the BDP build on the
successes of the past to create a conducive environment for greater economic 
diversification and active participation by Batswana in the mainstream of the 
economy. 

Focus will continue to be on the creation of sustainable employment 
opportunities.

The private sector remains a critical engine of growth for Botswana's economy.

In order to ensure citizen participation, a micro credit scheme is being 
introduced to give particular attention to the development of the informal 
sector.

CITIZEN INVESTORS 

To enable greater Citizen ownership, participation and advancement, BDP will:
 
Introduce legislation to ensure transparency, eliminate unfair trading practices
and promote fair competition in Botswana's business sector. 

- Continue to promote Citizen advancement and greater participation in the 
economy. 

- Establish a Micro Credit Scheme to improve access to finance by the informal 
and small business sectors. 

- Establish a national Credit Guarantee Scheme, and ensure accessibility and 
utilization by Batswana. 

- Target programmes to vulnerable groups and rural communities. 

Introduce basic training in entrepreneurship as a life skill for Batswana. 

- Ensure transparency, equity and balance in the privatization process with a 
clear bias towards Batswana, and focus on sustainable employment and poverty 
alleviation. 

- Make special concessions under FAP in order to improve access for people with 
disabilities. 

FOREIGN INVESTORS 

In order to ensure that Foreign Investors contribute towards industrialization, 
employment creation, and meaningful citizen participation, BDP will: 

Take deliberate action to accelerate the processing of licensing, land 
allocations and permits.

- Continue to actively promote Macro-economic policies that will be investor 
friendly and protect security of investment. 

Vigorously promote Foreign Investment. 
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- Ensure adherence to Environmental Impact Assessment Legislation. 

- Review eligibility for FAP capital grants to non-citizen ventures with a view 
to limiting the grants to training and employment creation. 

5. LABOUR RELATIONS 

Our commitment to harmonious labour relations remains firm on our agenda as we 
enter the new millennium. We will continue to improve the speed of resolution of
industrial disputes.

Workers participation beyond bargaining for better wages, capacity building for 
union leadership and the promotion of unionism will be major areas of 
partnership between the BDP government and workers beyond 1999.

Our efforts to cultivate a relationship with workers associations based on 
openness; directness and a focus on the economic future of Botswana will be 
intensified. 

In pursuance of the above, BDP will:
 
- Reaffirm its commitment to tripartism by ensuring that all tripartite forums 
are truly so.

These include NEMIC, the Board of BNPC and other such bodies. 

- Pursue the issue of the "living wage" further with a view to reaching 
consensus on the difference between a minimum income for survival and the 
minimum wage.

We will work closely with representatives of workers to find ways to bridge the 
gap where it exists, between the two, in the interest of giving Batswana a 
living wage without jeopardizing employment creation. 

Investigate the possibility of safety net arrangements especially for those who 
lose employment as a result of retrenchment. 

- Promote workers' say in corporate matters concerning organizational 
transformations and issues of change of ownership and others central to the 
future of their organizations. 

Work systematically and cautiously towards the removal of the existing gap 
between expatriates and Batswana in basic remuneration, fringe terminal and 
other benefits. 

Intensify efforts to regularly inspect workplaces to ensure that illegal 
immigrants do not deny Batswana employment opportunities. 

Work tirelessly to investigate and deal decisively with cases of employee abuse 
such as sexual harassment at the work place. Work towards the elimination of 
discrimination, and all forms of prejudices against Batswana by unscrupulous 
foreign and local employers. 

Develop criteria for what constitutes minimum standards for quality of worklife 
in the workplace for various industries. 

Ensure that all employees embrace productivity as the only sure way to improved 
quality of life. 

Governments all over the world have realized that only those nations with a 
productive workforce will be able to survive the global race.

We are convinced that in order to be in the race for economic development, a 
structured, multi-faceted and well-coordinated approach to our public sector 
management has to be adopted.
 
This will entail full implementation of government policies and programmes 
through a comprehensive evaluation of all the reforms introduced thus far, to 
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develop effective co-ordination, monitoring and analysis. 

In order to achieve these goals, BDP will: 

- Rationalize ministerial portfolios to achieve role clarity and focus giving 
priority to Ministries with wide-ranging responsibilities. 

Improve public sector organization structures and functions for effective 
management and direction. 

Energize the moves to take services to the people through, rationalization, 
effective decentralization, as well as strengthening the management of Local 
Authorities. 

Reaffirm Government's commitment to Performance Management Systems (PMS) in 
order to achieve simplification and standardization of administrative systems, 
processes, procedures and the establishment of performance standards. 

Initiate the creation of a work ethic built around a culture of teamwork, worker
commitment, accountability, and ownership of results. 

Step up emphasis on trained human resources, effective and objective performance
appraisal systems, merit appointment and promotion systems. 

7. EDUCATION AND TRAINING
 
The Botswana Democratic Party recognizes the changing needs of the country, 
together with the accompanying need to develop human resources to become self 
employed, innovative, possess entrepreneurial skills, and participate in the 
creation of employment.

This requires an aggressive pursuit of the new education and training Programme,
to ensure that the necessary skills are imparted to all groups of society. 

To achieve this, BDP will: 

- Further improve access to vocational and technical training, ensuring 
equitable geographical spread of facilities. 

- Introduce strict monitoring procedures to ensure adequate equipping of schools
in the country. 

- Ensure that the pre-school programme is implemented in partnership with civil 
society, as advanced by the new educational policy. 

- Work towards the attainment of universal education, by ensuring that primary 
schools are within easy reach of all children, in preparation for compulsory 
education at primary and secondary school. 

- Introduce programmes to address the issue of teenage pregnancy in schools as a
national problem. 

- Ensure that teenage mothers breaking from school programmes are given 
opportunities to continue their education. 

- Examine the modalities for the development of the nation's languages. 

- Start the development of a second university campus and medical school. 

- Improve sporting and recreational facilities available in schools. 

- Offer rehabilitation and counselling services in all schools and tertiary 
institutions. 

- Improve access to education and vocational training for people with 
disabilities in accordance with both the new Education Policies and the Policy 
for the Disabled. 
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- Expand crash training programmes beyond the construction industry. 

8. AGRICULTURE
 
Successive BDP Governments have over the years introduced measures to encourage 
Batswana to graduate from subsistence to commercial farming, which we need, and 
create productive employment.

We pledge to intensify these measures and focus more on the up and coming 
younger generation of farmers. 

Farming is noble' will be our motto in the coming years. 

BDP will:

- Actively promote farming as a noble profession. 

- Endeavour to empower men with agricultural skills and specific programmes, in 
order to address persistent poverty. 

- Develop programmes specifically designed for young people that will enable 
them to engage in commercial farming, such as youth horticultural co-operatives.

 
- Implement with vigour, the outcome of the ongoing study on farming methods, by
tapping on the already available knowledge from countries such as Israel and 
other countries in similar situations, to develop the National Master Plan for 
Agricultural development. 

- Introduce attractive pricing structures based on market prices for local 
produce and identify export markets as an incentive for local farmers. 

- Intensify agricultural research for the benefit of Botswana's farming 
community. 

- Continuously review, implement and monitor the success of agricultural 
programmes aimed at improving the lives of Basanva and other groups, to ensure 
equity. 

- Closely monitor the implementation of the fencing policy and ensure that it 
does not disadvantage communities or pose a danger to animals and the 
environment. 

9. GENDER EQUITY 

The Botswana Democratic Party recognizes the crucial role women have played and 
continue to play in the development of Botswana.

Their roles have changed significantly from passive spectators to vocal and 
active participants in the running of this country's affairs.

This is a welcome development that BDP will endeavour to advance. 

In doing so, BDP will: 

- Continue to the Constitution, laws, policies and programmes to remove all 
forms of discrimination on the basis of gender.

Introduce legislation on property ownership and CO-habitation to safeguard the 
future interests of the offspring as well as surviving spouses.

- Ensure compliance with the amended Affiliations Proceeding Act. 

- Introduce gender sensitive empowerment measures, in an effort to effectively 
address poverty where it is felt most. 

- Include in the new Housing Policy, measures that will promote access to 
habitable housing by single parent households. 

Seite 10



BDP 1999

- Amend the laws and simplify divorce proceedings to enable abused spouses to 
get out of violent, dehumanizing and intolerable marriages.

- Work in partnership with relevant NGOs to introduce policies and programmes to
mitigate the effects of violence on spouses / partners and children.
 
Work closely with relevant NGOs to carry out intense public education, to make 
violence against women and children totally unacceptable. 

Enact and amend laws to deal effectively with violent crimes against women and 
children. 

- Renew commitment to the world agenda for women, as agreed in Beijing in 1995 
through the implementation of the National, Gender Framework. 

- Intensify efforts to place gender training at the top of the agenda in order 
to increase awareness and gender sensitivity within the Public Service and 
outside. 
Ensure power sharing and equitable distribution of leadership positions between 
men and women. 

- Implement the approved recommendations of the Task Force assigned to review 
laws that discriminate against women. 

- Convene a consultative forum for Government, Women's NGOs, and gender groups 
to share ideas and promote partnership. 

10. YOUTH 

Over 60% of our population is made up of young people aged between 12 & 29.

Since independence, we have invested heavily in education from primary through 
secondary, tertiary & vocational institutions.

These developments went a long way towards assisting young people to attain 
self-actualization.

As we enter the new millennium, the BDP accepts that the environment in which 
young people live today has changed substantially in terms of their problems, 
needs and interests.

The challenge is to build on this educational foundation, to ensure that the 
youth is adequately prepared to meet the demands of the emerging world order by 
giving them opportunities for advancement. 

For Youth, BDP will: 

Continue to expand educational opportunities from pre-school up to tertiary and 
vocational levels, in order to meet current and future economic demands. 

Continue to intensify efforts to create sustainable employment opportunities, 
for the youth, both as employees and employers.

Expand the current Programme of 7 Multi-Purpose Youth Centres to include more 
major population centres during NDP 9.

Continue to support the Botswana National Youth Council and other NGOs dealing 
with the development of young people. 

Continue efforts to promote the participation of qualified and competent young 
people into Botswana's Legislature, Judiciary and Executive branches. 

Initiate innovative programmes to arrest the spread of HIV / AIDS among the 
youth. 

Work aggressively to remove all obstacles that disadvantage the 'girl l child' 
from equitable development with their counterpart the 'boy child'. 
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Recognize career and social counselling as critical components of youth 
development. 

11. SPORT RECREATION AND CULTURE

Effective development depends on the ability to make difficult choices about 
what to do and what not to do.

Immediately, after independence, our country could not afford to invest in all 
spheres of human development because of limited resources.

The result is that some important sectors were left behind in terms of policies,
programmes, funding and human resources development.

These include sport, recreation, culture, music and performing arts.

In the next five years and beyond, BDP will give these sub sectors special 
attention and support to bring them to respectable levels of recognition and 
development. 

For Sport and Recreation, BDP will: 

- Ensure that a National Sport Policy is presented to Parliament.

- Complete the construction of 15 integrated sports facilities during NDP 8, and
expand the construction of the facilities to all sub-districts and a selected 
number of settlements that are centres of several villages during NDP 9. 

- Bid for Botswana to host continental and international sporting events 
selectively. 

- Vigorously implement all the accepted recommendations of the Revised National 
Policy on Education regarding physical education in primary schools. 

- Promote "sport for all" as an integral part of our development strategy. 

For Culture, BDP will:
 
- Initiate a programme to construct multi-purpose recording and performing arts 
studios, during NDP 8 and NDP 9. 

- Give local musicians and other artists more airtime on Radio Botswana and the 
proposed national television service. 

- Expand scope of, and increase number of scholarships for music, fine arts and 
performing arts. 
 
- Encourage artists to form a national associations as part of an effort to 
strengthen the two sub-sectors. 

- Finalize and implement a National Policy on Culture. 

Actively support and market traditional dance, music and games at home and 
abroad. 

Initiate a national programme to promote the diverse, rich cultures, and 
languages of Botswana.

Continue the on-going projects of cultural villages and the preservation of 
historical sites. 

12. VULNERABLE GROUPS 

As a result of our analysis of the poverty status of the population, we in the 
BDP accept that vulnerability is the cumulative result of several factors.

We realize that poor access to services is not determined by the remoteness of 

Seite 12



BDP 1999
such services alone and that even among urban dwellers where services are within
easy reach, access to them may be hampered. 

In recognition of the fact that certain sections of our population have not 
benefited to the same extent as others, due to various limitations pertaining to
their environment; and in our commitment to ensure that all Batswana, regardless
of their gender, race, ethnic or socio-economic diversities, derive comparable 
benefit and advantage from the fruits of our national development,

BDP will:
 
- Fine tune the definition of social vulnerability, identify vulnerable groups 
and determine the conditions that induce such vulnerability. 

- Examine and review existing government procedures as well as the performance 
of public officers to ensure that access to government programmes by vulnerable 
groups is facilitated. 

Strengthen co-operation between government and churches, communities or NGOs in 
the identification, formulation and implementation of programmes directed at 
vulnerable groups.

- Convene as necessary, a consultative forum for Government, NGOs and vulnerable
groups to share ideas and promote partnership. 

13. DEMOCRACY AND CIVIL SOCIETY 

Botswana is a relatively young democracy.

Though we inherited British Constitutional practices, there are aspects such as 
freedom of speech, respect for the individual and tolerance, which have always 
been parts of our culture.

We however still have a lot to learn and to do in our effort to build a truly 
participative and popular democratic order in which elected representatives and 
electorates consult widely and effectively. 

In order to promote these ideals BDP will. 

Continue to promote transparency and accountability as critical tenets of good 
governance in Botswana. 

Continue to make the Legislature, Executive and Judiciary more accessible to 
individuals and interest groups. 

Reaffirm its commitment to a free press. 

- Reaffirm its commitment to a strong civil society (Non Governmental 
Organizations / Community Based Organizations) as an essential component of 
participatory and popular democracy.
 
- Reaffirm its commitment to multi-party democracy with all its freedoms.

The BDP government is committed to the milestone espoused in Vision 2016, to 
arrest the spread of HIV / AIDS. This objective has been set against a backdrop 
of the existing high levels of infection, especially within the 20 to 40 age 
group.

This vulnerable group constitutes the skilled and productive proportion of our 
population.

The continued spread of the virus therefore poses a significant threat to 
sustainable economic diversification and development. 

The BDP will: 

Strengthen home based care by providing training and other resources to 
caregivers, as well as feeding needy patients. 
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- Develop a programme to assist in the sheltering, feeding and clothing of aids 
orphans. 

- Introduce a pilot intervention programme to prevent mother-to child 
transmission.

Intensify public awareness on the dangers and consequences of HIVIAIDS infection
particularly among women and young people. 

Work in partnership with NGOs and Community Based Organisations involved in the 
fight against HIV / AIDS. 

- Continue sentinel surveys as well as studies of the impact on HIV / AIDS on 
the economy.

15. DEFENCE AND SECURITY 

Botswana Democratic Party recognizes the volatility of international relations 
as well as the implications of our rapid socio-economic transition since 
independence as major determinants of defence and security measurers.

In order to ensure that Batswana feel confident that their basic human rights 
are safeguarded in the face of foreign or internal violation, 

BDP will: 

- Commit resources to the elimination of serious and violent crime, through a 
well-trained, well-equipped, effective, efficient and disciplined police service
with high morale. 

- Continue to promote community participation in crime prevention activities. 

- Continue to ensure that Botswana has a small, alert, well trained, well 
equipped, disciplined, accountable and responsible defence force. 

16. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Botswana's continues to play a progressively more prominent role in the 
international arena. Under successive BDP governments, the country has leapt 
from virtual obscurity to the current position of prominence where she is 
recognized and acknowledged as an opinion leader within SADC, the OAU, the 
Commonwealth, the United Nations, the Non-Aligned Movement, and others. 

In our interactions with the international community, we are inspired by the 
principles of peace, democracy, respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, transparency, accountability and good governance in all countries of 
the world.

We believe them to be essential pre-requisites to the attainment of peace, 
economic development and prosperity for all people.

In the next five years, BDP will: 

- Continue to vigorously pursue a dynamic and pragmatic foreign policy , 
particularly in the face of globalization and liberalization.
 
Continue to be guided by the four national principles of Democracy, Development,
Self Reliance, and Unity tempered with Botho, in our approach to international 
issues, with a view to promoting peace, harmony, dialogue and peaceful 
settlement of disputes. 

- Continue Botswana's policy of promoting good relations with neighbouring 
countries, and exercising restraint in the face of provocation without 
necessarily abdicating responsibility to jealously protect our sovereignty. 

- Adhere to and demonstrate commitment to the universal declaration of Human 
Rights. 
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- Honour Botswana's financial and other obligations, as an active member of the 
international family of nations.
 
Commit to the recruitment and retention of high calibre career diplomats. 

Find ways to encourage the employment of qualified Batswana in International 
Organizations. 

17. CONCLUSION 

Democracy, like a precious plant needs constant nurturing in order for it to 
bear the essential fruits that will improve the quality of life of every 
Motswana.

The BDP has the experience, the will, human resource, and the foresight to 
continue as custodians of this national treasure carefully tended over the past 
33 years. 

Batswana have developed a vision that reflects their aspirations for the next 20
years.

This manifesto is the ideal vehicle to take Batswana through the challenging 
years that will require the setting up of a conducive environment for the 
attainment of Vision 2016. 

Vote BDP, and benefit from "A Millennium for Opportunities!" 

TSHOLETSA DOMKRAG!
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