
BDP 2009
TSHOLETSA DOMKRAG

MANIFESTO 2009 - 2014

Table of Contents ... Page

1. Foreword ... 7

2. List of abbreviations ... 9

3. Mission Statement, Vision and Values ... 10

4. Our Achievements Since 2004 ... 11

5. Our Promises for 2009 and Beyond ... 18

6. Conclusion ... 26 

Manifesto 2009 - 2014

Secure your future

- Vote BDP - the Party you can trust 
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Secure your future

- Vote BDP - the Party you can trust

Foreword

My fellow citizens, through the able leadership of the BDP - in partnership with
Batswana - we have been able to meet the challenges faced by the nation through 
the past four decades.

The BDP government shall never tale your vote for granted.

We come again before you to continue the partnership that shall be assured by 
your vote.

In any case, this is still your party of choice - The BDP is still here to serve
you. 

In formulating the 2004 Manifesto, the BDP derived inspiration from the 
Long-Term Vision for Botswana: Towards Prosperity for All - Vision 2016.

This long-term vision has become the nation's guide and a roadmap to a better 
future. 

The 2009 Manifesto is similarly premised on Vision 2016 as its guiding light. 

From the 2009 general elections, as has been the case in the last few years, we 
will be seeing an even more accelerated implementation of all vision pillars. 

This shall be done through continuous improvement of our programmes and services
aimed at alleviating rural and urban poverty, identifying opportunities locally 
and abroad, creating jobs for Batswana, developing human capital, diversifying 
the economy and ensuring that the economic value of all the resources of the 
nation is optimised. 

It is through hard work, self reliance, resolve and determination that we have 
been able to achieve what we have up to this point.

We should not take lightly the accolades and high ratings from regional and 
international institutions which measure various national areas of performance 
and delivery. 
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I therefore, caution you fellow citizens against complacency. 

Under my stewardship and following the vision, mission, values and policies of 
the BDP, I assure you that we shall be counted among countries that have 
significantly improved their peoples' standard of living.

This can only be achieved through deepened democracy, accelerated development, 
dignity and discipline among all our people. 

The BDP promised you a lot in 2004 and yes, we have delivered on that!

At the global level, our credit ratings have been receiving "A" grades.

World Bank governance indicators rank us Number 1 in Africa. At the local level,
real economic growth is at 6.2 percent, total domestic employment increased by 
59 percent, unemployment declined from 2 1.5% in 1996 to 17.3 % in 2006, 
inflation has been kept at manageable levels and economic growth has contributed
to steady reduction in poverty levels. 

In addition, we have seen improvements in enrolments at the higher levels of the
education system.

Other major projects include the establishment of the Medical School the 
expansion of the University of Botswana, the setting up of the Botswana 
International University of Science and Technology will avail more tertiary 
level opportunities for our young people.

There are also on-going major rural and urban infrastructure projects such as, 
construction of dams, electrification of villages, construction of senior and 
junior secondary schools; as well as major road works.

This is just a sample of the major projects that my government will undertake if
you give us the mandate we seek. 

In order to further promote private sector development and our peoples 
participation in the economy, the Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency 
(CEDA) has increased its threshold for lending from P2 million to P4 million. 

The creation of a dedicated Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture has 
contributed to increased focus on youth participation in all aspects of the 
economy. 

I assure you as fellow democrats that the principle of unity will define my 
style of leadership.

My desire is to see our party maintain internal stability and unity of purpose 
as there are challenges ahead of us.

As we go for our country's tenth general elections, I want to maize it clear to 
all that slogans alone shall not deliver us the results.

We need to mobilise, to be pro-active and to ensure that we persuade Inore 
members to join our party. 

It is through our policies and programmes that we have distinguished ourselves 
from our political rivals and attracted more votes to our party.

We have proved in the past that we deliver on our promises.

The people of Botswana should trust our party to continue to perform on this 
score. 

Advancing towards sustained economic development, we must be aware that we live 
in a global village and that the world economy directly affects us.

We therefore, have to come together as Batswana to benchmark against the best 
international standards in the delivery of goods and services. 
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I once again call upon you to collectively put a shoulder to the wheel 
regardless of the position any one of you might hold in the Party, government 
and the rest of the society.

Our country comes first. 

As we come together to address the challenges faced by our country, I would like
to impress upon you fellow citizens that it is on what we have achieved in the 
execution and delivery of programs that our nation can leap-frog towards the 
status of first world economies and nations.

We are indebted to the founding fathers of this nation who have set a rock solid
foundation from where to continue. 

I humbly call upon you to vote for the BDP in 2009 so that together we call 
march towards the building of a prosperous nation for all our people.

I have faith in Batswana to demonstrate true partnership and commitment for the 
achievement of a brighter future for our great country and its people.

Secure your future -vote BDP -the Party you can trust. 

Tsholetsa Domlzrag! Tlhopha BDP! 

Lieutenant General Seretse Khama Ian Khama BDP President 
There is still no alternative

List of abbreviations

The following abbreviations and acronyms have been used in this Manifesto: 

AIDS - Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
BDP - Botswana Democratic Party
BMDS - Business Management and Development Services
BTEP - Botswana Technical Education Programme
BOCODOL - Botswana College of Open & Distance Learning
CBO - Community Based Organization
CEDA - Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency
DCEC - Directorate on Corruption and Economic Crime
GDP - Gross Domestic Product 
HE - His Excellency
HIV - Human Immuno-Deficiency Virus
IDCC - Infectious Disease Control Clinic
ILO - International Labour Organization
LIMID - Livestock Management and Infrastructure Development
ISPAAD - Integrated Support Program for Arable Agriculture Development
LITS - Livestock Identification and Trace-back System
MP - Member of Parliament
NAMPAAD - National Master Plan for Arable Agriculture and Dairy Development
NDP 9/10 - National Development Plan 9/10
NGO - Non-Governmental Organisation
PBRS - Performance Based Reward System
PMS - Performance Management System
PMTCT - Prevention of Mother to child Transmission
PTF - Production and Training Farms
SHHA - Self-Help Housing Agency
SMME - Small Medium Micro-Enterprises
TEC - Tertiary Education Council 
UB - University of Botswana 

1.1 Vision

The BDP is a Party welded together by patriotism and voluntary desire.

It shall maintain and consolidate its position as the leading political force in
Botswana and shall continue to be a constructive organization in which 
participatory democracy shall be maintained. 
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1.2 Mission

To pursue a policy of equality, justice, liberty, solidarity, peace, political, 
economic and social progress and prosperity for the people
 of Botswana. 

1.3 Values 

- Political and Social Progress Economic Prosperity 

- Justice and Liberty 

- Peace 

- Equality 

- Botho

- Unity

- Self reliance 

- Democracy 

- Development 

2 Our Achievements Since 2004

Our 2009 campaign for your vote is based on our good record of performance.

We come back to you with confidence because we made promises to the voters in 
2004 that we have since delivered on as the following sample of achievements 
shows:

2.1 Economic Achievements

2.1.1 The country recorded growth in the real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of 
6.2% after GDP grew from P49.6 billion in 2004 / 2005 to P71 billion in 2006 / 
2007.

GDP per capita rose from P29000 to P40500 in the same period.

While Mining continues to be a major contributor to economic growth, tourism and
services have grown significantly. 

2.1.2 Total domestic employment increased by 59% from 225500 jobs to 550000 jobs
while unemployment has declined from 24.6 % in 2004 to 17.5% in 2006 and the 
inflation rate has been hovering at around 7%.

2.1.3 Continued economic growth has contributed to a steady reduction in poverty
from 30% in 2002 / 2003 to 23% in 2007. 

2.1.4 Diamond Trading Company, which has relocated from London to Gaborone, is 
expected to lead to growth in the local diamond cutting companies have been 
granted licenses, six of which are already operational, employing about 2,000 
people. 

2.1.5 The government is engaged in implementing 
two major thermal power projects in Botswana, which will ensure energy self 
sufficiency.

These are the Morupule Power Plant expansion project and the Mmamabula Energy 
Project.

There is still no alternative 

2.2 Education and Training
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2.2.1 Since the collective success of the people of Botswana will continue to 
depend on how much knowledge, information, and skills they have, the BDP 
government has expanded access to primary, secondary and tertiary education.

The adult literacy rate has since risen to 81%. 

2.2.2 The net enrolment rate (NER) reached 63% against the targeted 100% in line
with the Millennium Development Goal (MDGs) and the transition rate from primary
to junior secondary has been around 95% while from junior to senior secondary 
has increased from 49% in 2003 / 2007 to 67% in 2008.

Enrolment at tertiary level has increased with sponsorship of students at local 
private institutions.
 
See the following table that depicts figures in student enrolment. 

- / Was At / We Achieved / Of the Target

Net Enrolment / 55% / 63% / 100%

Primary to Junior Secondary / 78% / 95% / 100%

Junior Secondary to Senior Secondary / 49% / 63% / 70%

2.2.3 The quality of education has improved following the introduction of new 
subjects such as IT, Environment and Moral Education.

There has also been curriculum reviews at various levels such as lower Primary, 
Junior and Senior Secondary.

The quality of teaching also continues to improve as the vast majority of 
teachers are now trained at diploma and above and the management teams of 
schools are now exempted from teaching duties to attend to better management of 
schools.
 
2.2.4 In the area of technical and vocational education, there has been 
expansion and improvement of the Botswana Technical Education Programme (BTEP) 
to offer full diploma level training and to ensure that BTEP qualifications are 
delivered to high international standards commensurate with the needs of 
industry.

The Brigades are being taken over by government with a view to turning them into
technical colleges which offer higher level technical training to match the 
growth and sophistication of the economy. 

2.2.5 Enrolment at the University of Botswana (UB) has since been expanded and 
the final touches for the setting up of a new Medical School are ongoing.

Further increase in local university enrolment is expected with the on-going 
building of the Botswana International University of Science and Technology in 
Palapye.

2.2.6 In the area of open and distance learning, enrolment at BOCODOL has been 
rising over the years.

This is indicative of the demand for the institution's programmes across the 
country.

The following table shows enrolment trends across programmes between 2004 and 
2007 through distance learning. 

Year / JC / BGCSE / Certificate

2004 / 951 / 3687 / 524
2005 / 1467 / 3957 / 954
2006 / 832 / 9583 / 1098
2007 / 1954 / 4919 / 1842
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2.2.7 In the area of school fees, we have reduced the fees and made it clear 
that all who earn P12000.00 per annum and below are exempted from paying these 
fees. 
Furthermore, it is the intension of government that no child be denied school on
account of his / her parent's socio-economic position.
 
2.3 Social Services and Physical Infrastructure 

2.3.1 Major physical infrastructure projects, policies and programmes have been 
put in place.

These include initiatives for information and communication technologies (ICT), 
research, science and technology; as well as ensuring that there is steady 
growth of the national economy by making Botswana more investment friendly 
through improved housing and electricity supply, roads networks, telephony, 
water, sanitation, power supply and medical facilities as well as improving 
security in the home and streets.

2.3.2 Electrification: A total of 114 villages were electrified, while 
electricity networks in 29 villages were extended.

By the end of NDP 9, an additional 145 villages will be electrified.

Electricity Connections / 2005 / 2006 / 2005 / 2005 (sic!)
Number of New Customers / 13591 / 15584 / 14851 / 30104
Number of Villages electrified / 238 / 238 / 247 / 273

2.3.3 Water: The BDP government continues to be committed to improving access to
clean water for Batswana.

The construction of several Dams in the country and the upgrading of the water 
supply system in several urban and rural areas testifies to that The following 
graph shows how we compare to the other countries in the region.

Access to water

Angola 34,5%; Botswana 91,5%; DRC 57,5%; Lesotho 65%; Malawi 71,5%; Mauritius 
98%; Mozambique 32,5%; Namibia 87%; Seychelles na; South Africa 65%; Swaziland 
65,5%; Tanzania 60%; Zambia 57%; Zimbabwe 81,5%.

2.3.4 Roads: The BDP government has delivered on its commitment to expand and 
rehabilitate the existing road network.

383km of road network across the country at the cost of over 730 million Pula 
has been completed over this political period; while a total of 1472.2km of road
works is on going. 

2.3.5 Land and Housing: The BDP government has registered significant 
achievements in our housing programmes for the low income groups with the 
introduction of Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA) and poverty alleviation 
targeting housing.

So far about P270 million has been spent on both programmes which have benefited
a significant number of low income people.

2.3.6 The SHHA loan has been increased to P60000.

The programme has 8 been improved to be a turnkey housing programme so as to 
improve the quality of houses built through the scheme.

2.4 Vulnerable Groups

2.4.1 Knowing that there continues to be sections of the population that are 
economically vulnerable and disadvantaged (for example, women, the youth, 
orphans, the aged, people with disabilities, the terminally ill, needy students 
and the destitute), continued efforts are on-going to integrate these groups 
into the mainstream of society through policies and programmes that empower 

Seite 6



BDP 2009
rather than subject them to perpetual dependency.

The Remote Area Development Programme is a case in point.

The following table shows some of the programmes and the number of people they 
are benefiting. 

Safety Nets

Programme / Beneficiaries
Old age pension / 90000
Destitute Allowance / 35000
World War II veterans fund / 3500

2.4.2 The implementation of the National Poverty Reduction Strategy has been 
expedited and Rural Development Policy revised so that poverty eradication can 
be approached in a more holistic manner.
 
2.5 Agriculture

2.5.1 To assist Batswana to take part in commercial agriculture and increased 
food production, the NAMPAADD program that focuses on the commercialization of 
the agriculture sub-sector through technology transfer and application, has been
set up.

Three Production and Training Farms (PTFs) have been established; at Glen 
Valley, Diltabeya and Ramatlabama to provide practical skills training in arable
production to both extension staff and farmers.

The projects at Glen Valley and Dilzabeya cover 263 hectares of land and focus 
on horticulture.

These projects have increased land available to horticultural production to 3000
hectares nationwide.

2.5.2 In the livestock sector, there has been the implementation of the 
Livestock Identification and Trace-back System (LITS) which started in 2000, as 
a requirement for export to the European Union.

Parliament has since passed the revised Meat Industries Act in 2007 to harmonize
inspection regulations of meat products for slaughter facilities countrywide and
also to transfer the regular meat inspection mandate to a single authority. 

2.5.3 The livestock sector further benefited from increased prices at the BMC 
and the reopening of LACs.
 
2.5.4 Livestock Identification and Traceback System (LITS) has increased 
traceability of our livestock at the European Union.

The Ministry has introduced Livestock Management and Infrastructure Development,
[LIMID] which is very popular as a poverty alleviation programme through which 
disadvantaged individuals are given livestock.

We have leased State Farms to private producers. 

2.5.5 We have increased strategic grain reserves to ensure better food security 
for Batswana.

2.5.6 We have ensured that BAMB increase crop prices to encourage profitable 
production.

2.5.7 We have exempted agricultural implements from VAT to encourage farmers to 
return to the land. 

2.6 Public Sector
 
2.6.1 Public sector reform initiatives such as the Performance Management System
and Performance Based Reward System to improve service delivery, 
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cost-effectiveness and accountability in local and central government are 
continuing.

In addition, the review of existing laws and policies, and the formulation of 
new ones to create and foster an enabling environment for private sector 
development especially foreign direct investment and citizen economic 
participation are on-going. 

2.6.2 We have introduced Government implementation and Coordination Office. We 
have established the Botswana Public Service College, formerly BIAC. 

We have stepped up communication with the public through the establishment of 
Public Relations Offices. We have also made available the option for Industrial 
Class workers in government to opt for pension. 

2.7 Trade and Industry

2.7.1 In its endeavour to diversify and grow the economy of Botswana, the BDP 
government has achieved substantially in the review of existing laws and 
policies; in order to provide an investor friendly and efficient environment for
private sector development. 

2.7.2 This review has included amongst others, the Trade Act, the Liquor Act, 
the New Companies Act and the Copyright and Neighbouring Rights Act.

2.8 Entrepreneurship Development

2.8.1 In line with our intention to consolidate and streamline services in 
Entrepreneurial development, the functions for the Integrated Field Services 
(IFS) together with the Business Management and Development Services (BMDS) were
merged with other training functions elsewhere in government to ensure a more 
focused approach to the development of SMEs through the newly formed Local 
Enterprise Authority (LEA).

The latter has identified four sectors for economic diversification; namely: 
agriculture, manufacturing, tourism, and services. 

2.8.2 Since 2001 over 4,000 small scale entrepreneurs countrywide trained.

In addition, over 1,600 employees of different co-operative societies have been 
trained in business management.

2.9 Youth, Sports and Culture 

2.9.1 The creation of a dedicated Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture is in 
full recognition of our nation's coming of age in these diverse fields of human 
endeavour; to this end the following achievements have been realised: 

2.9.2 The establishment of Young Farmer's Fund 

2.9.3 A talent identification scheme 

2.9.4 The introduction of the Constituency Soccer Tournament. 

2.9.5 The introduction of a Job Shadowing Scheme

2.9.6 The introduction of youth officers at all Ministries and Constituencies. 

2.9.7 The establishment of a local recording studio within the Ministry of 
Communications, Science & Technology for promotion of local musical talent. 

2.10 Health HIV and AIDS 

2.10.1 We have invested significant amounts of financial and other resources on 
HIV / AIDS programmes for research, prevention, care, treatment and other 
initiatives to guide national efforts towards the alleviation of the impact of 
the HIV pandemic.
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More attention has continued to be given to the roll-out of programmes to all 
who need assistance as we continue to provide social safety net programmes for 
vulnerable groups and people in need of care, such as orphans, needy students, 
HIV / AIDS suffers and people with disabilities and other such groups; 

2.10.2 We have reduced mother-to-child transmission of HIV from 40% to 4%) and 
reduced the number of home-based care patients from 12000 to 4000.

Over 98% of pregnant women have been tested and over 90,000 people are on 
treatment out of an estimated 100,000 people that need HIV treatment. 

2.10.3 New hospitals with state of the art equipment have been constructed in 
Maun, Serowe, Mahalapye, Molepolole and Lobatse. 

See the following tables for numbers of medical facilities built and opened in 
this political period. 

2.10.4 We have removed the hospital levy for the elderly and for some people 
with disability.
 
2.10.5 Some health posts have already been upgraded into clinics as part of the 
new BDP policy, the rest are to follow. 

2.11 Gender Equity 

2.11.1 All forms of discrimination against women have been eliminated by 
amending laws such as the marital power in common law marriages in order to 
achieve gender equity.
 
2.11.2 Women have since been admitted into the ranks of the Botswana Defence 
Force.

2.11.3 The BDP continues to promote the entry into high positions in the public 
and private sectors by women. 

2.11.4 Empowerment for the girl child through continued education and mentoring 
programmes has raised the girl child attendance in school and had a positive 
impact on reducing teenage pregnancy.

2.12 Safety and Security 

2.12.1 More resources have been committed towards the elimination of crime and 
violence through training, increased staff complement, equipment provision and 
physical infrastructure for the police service, and community and private sector
collaboration.

2.12.2 The police continued to conduct public education programmes for 
mobilizing community action against crimes which fall within some of the major 
categories of the Botswana Penal Code; leading to a significant decrease in the 
numbers of serious crimes during the period under review.

The Botswana Police Service commenced the enlistment of special constable cadre 
in 2004 in order to improve police visibility and responsiveness in crime prone 
areas. 

2.12.3 We have continued with a holistic approach against corruption in 
partnership with all stakeholders.

2.12.4 Efforts were stepped up to ensure that Botswana has an alert, 
well-trained, well-equipped, disciplined and responsive defence force. 

3. Our Promises for 2009 and Beyond

The world has recognized and applauded the way that successive BDP governments 
have managed and run this country's economy.

That you have elected us in nine consecutive terms is confirmation of that fact.
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Some of our detractors would like you to believe that we got to where we are 
through mere good fortune or that the diamonds got us here.

The truth is that it was good resource husbandry, modesty and responsible 
steward ship that got us here.

Many countries that are endowed with more resources, be it oil, gold, diamonds, 
fertile soils, rivers, forests and the like, have not done as well as we have.

This proves that resources alone do not develop a country. We are proud that we 
have managed to stretch the meagre resources that we are blessed with to the 
extent where Batswana have benefited and continue to benefit from development.

As we advance into the future we shall pursue aggressive policies to take 
Botswana to yet greater heights:

The following are our promises to you:

3.1 An Educated, Informed Nation Education is still our number one priority and 
shall remain so in years to come as we transform from a resource based economy 
to a knowledge based one.

The BDP government shall continue to provide modern infrastructure and trained 
teachers for delivery of better education.

There is need to drive fundamental reform in primary and secondary provision - 
more teachers and support 18 staff, more money to support primary schools and 
support delivery of curricula at various stages.

Our plan now is to tailor our education system to produce job ready and industry
relevant graduates.

Of course to achieve our intended goals there should be partnership between the
government, the parents, the learners themselves and the teachers.

Botswana should become an education hub and therefore attract learners from 
within the region and beyond.

We are convinced that the future of this country will depend on the quality of 
the citizen we produce.

We shall therefore:

3.1.1 Expand access and improve quality at primary, secondary and tertiary 
levels.

70% transition from junior to senior secondary shall be pursued during NDP 10.

Set up a National Education Council whose mandate will be to review the 
education system on an ongoing basis.

Inculcate the values inherent in democracy, development, discipline and dignity 
through education.

3.1.2 Inculcate in Batswana the spirit of lifelong learning for self betterment.

3.1.3 Implement the Tertiary Education Policy and strive to expand access to 
tertiary education from the current 12% to the norm for a middle income country 
of over 20%.

3.1.4 Deliver the Botswana International University of Science and Technology 
and the Medical School.
 
3.1.5 Develop a National Qualifications Framework, and place Botswana among the 
leading players in Regional Qualification Framework integration and Quality 
Assurance.

3.1.6 Integrate the use of Information Communication Technologies (ICTs) and 
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educational technologies and make these more accessible throughout the formal 
and informal education sectors. 

3.1.7 Improve a culture of research and development, as well as the culture of 
reading. 

3.2 A Prosperous, Productive, and Innovative 

3.2.1 Agriculture 

The BDP Government recognizes the importance of agriculture in the economy of 
Botswana because it contributes significantly to incomes of the majority of the 
population in rural areas.

The livestock sub sector contributes about two thirds of total agricultural 
value; added that climatic conditions preclude intensive arable farming in most 
parts of the country.

The BDP is committed to facilitating agricultural development 20 in both sectors
through research, infrastructure provision and better training, re-sourcing and 
deployment of extension workers. 

We shall therefore: 

i. Increase agricultural production through ISPAAD (The Integrated Support 
Program for Arable Agriculture Development), and improve on the national food 
security situation; by providing seeds, fertilizer, draft power, cluster 
fencing, water development, and Agricultural Service Centres. 

ii. Develop a livestock water programme for small herd owners in communal areas.

iii. Promote Import substitution by developing markets for agricultural 
products.

iv. Implement the Zambezi Integrated Agro- Commercial Development Project. 

3.2.2 Sustainable Tourism 

The BDP Government recognizes tourism as one of the areas in the economy that 
contribute to employment and economic diversification. We recognize also that 
this sector still has a lot of potential for growth.

It is important that Batswana appreciate the value of natural resources with 
which our country is endowed. 

To this end we shall therefore: 

i. Conserve and protect all the natural resources upon which this sector is 
dependent.
 
ii. Promote eco-tourism which is a new sub-sector which has potential for 
growth. 

iii. Retain our policy of low volume high value to ensure that our sensitive 
touristic assets remain pristine. 

iv. Improve National Rural Sanitation and upgrade the same of urban areas. 

v. Work closely with communities to promote the concept of Community Based 
Natural Resources Management activities country wide. 

3.2.3 Information & Communication 

Technology Information and Communication Technology plays an important role in 
the attainment of Botswana's development goals.

In order to link development of telecommunications industry with government 
overall development policies, three overarching objectives shall be pursued.
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- Universal access 
- Affordability 
- Efficient services 

We shall therefore: 

i. Create conditions and incentives for provision of widest possible access to 
ICT. 

ii. Enable the private sector and civil society to participate in provision of 
affordable ICT infrastructure, products and services. 

iii. Support youth programmes related to ICT skills development and acquisition.

iv. Promote e-government.

v. Create technology parks and or innovation centres. 

vi. Facilitate opportunity for human resource development and lifelong learning 
through and on ICT. 

vii. Continue to extend telecommunications coverage through the 'nteletsa' 
project, mobile telephony and improved radio and television signal. 

3.2 A Land is one of the most important resources available to mankind.

Our very existence depends on the appropriate and responsible use of land.

Unless ownership of land is tied to responsible land use, we face a 
non-sustainable future for which the next generation will condemn us.

Therefore particular attention will continue to be paid to land use planning, 
implementation and enforcement. 

We shall therefore: 

i. Purchase freehold land to augment the small districts and to meet urban 
expansion. 

ii. Continue to engage the land boards to ensure expeditious and efficient land 
allocation. 

iii. Acquire non productive agricultural fields for expansion of villages. 

iv. Prepare virgin land for servicing to meet demand.

v. Promote private sector participation in land servicing and delivery. 

vi. Prioritise land availability for high density cluster land development. 

vii. Continue to extend telecommunications coverage through the 'nteletsa' 
project, mobile telephony and improved radio and television signal.

3.2 A Land

Land is one of the most important resources available to mankind. Our very 
existence depends on the appropriate and responsible use of land.

Unless ownership of land is tied to responsible land use, we face a 
non-sustainable future for which the next generation will condemn us.

Therefore particular attention will continue to be paid to land use planning, 
implementation and enforcement.

We shall therefore:
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i. Purchase freehold land to augment the small districts and to meet urban 
expansion.

ii. Continue to engage the land boards to ensure expeditious and efficient land
allocation.

iii. Acquire non productive agricultural fields for expansion of villages.

iv. Prepare virgin land for servicing to meet demand.

v. Promote private sector participation in land servicing and delivery.

vi. Prioritise land availability for high density cluster land development.

3.2.5 Housing

We recognize that a roof over one's head is important for the dignity of every 
human being and to this end we shall do everything possible to achieve this bare
necessity.

Consistent with our philosophy, housing will include direct government 
intervention at central and local government levels.

We shall therefore: 

i. Continue to explore programmes that will improve access to housing for low 
income earners and lower middle class income earners. 

ii. Promote home ownership. 

iii. Further expand installations of running water, electricity and sanitation 
in homesteads. 

iv. Review and increase SHHA loans for improvement of structures. v, Promote 
private sector participation in financing and delivery of low income housing.

vi. Continue to engage major financial institutions to come up with innovative 
financial packages to make credit accessible for housing. 

vii. Continue to promote rural housing and continue to review housing schemes 
such as SHHA to ensure their continued relevance.

viii. Assist Botswana Housing Corporation so that it can have wider outreach and
coverage across the length and breadth of the country.

We shall introduce bachelor / single housing schemes to respond to and cater for
the youth.
 
X. Assist first time buyers to access BHC instalment purchase scheme. 

xi. Improve public housing for both central and local public officers.

3.2.6 Public Service 

The Botswana Public Service is a major contributor in the development of our 
country.

The BDP continues to appreciate the improvement of the Public service 
performance initiatives such as PMS, PBRS, WITS and others.

We shall therefore:

i. Continue to seek out appropriate improvements to productivity.

ii. Train personnel to better deliver. 

iii. Reward high performance. 
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3.2.7 Public Works 

The BDP recognises the importance of public works programmes as a vehicle of 
development and job creation. 

To this end, we shall: 

i. Expand and continue to rehabilitate our national roads network in excess of 
8001zm.

ii. Build bridges over the Zambezi at IZazungula and over the Olzavango at 
Mohembo.
 
iii. See to several airport expansion projects: A terminal building, a runway 
and parallel taxiway at Sir Seretse IZhama Airport, a terminal building, runway,
taxiway and apron at Francistown airport, a services area, Airside works, and 
terminal building at Maun airport, some improvements at Ikasane airport as well 
as the relocation of Gantsi airport, and Tsabong and Hukuntsi airfields. 

3.2.8 Trade and Industry

The BDP recognizes that prosperity of a nation depends on the productivity and 
competitiveness of its enterprises. 

It is therefore, necessary to facilitate development and growth of a private 
sector that is dynamic, outward looking, efficient and internationally 
competitive. 

We shall therefore: 

i. Continue to develop local entrepreneurship to ensure Batswana participate 
meaningfully in economic activities.

ii. Increase local enterprise participation in the economy and in international 
markets through access to upstream and downstream opportunities afforded by 
major public and private sector projects.

iii. Continue to improve the business environment by removing any 
administrative, bureaucratic and regulatory impediments to business, exports and
private sector development.

iv. Promote manufacturing that is based on the use of Botswana's primary 
products.

3.3 A Compassionate Just and Caring Nation

3.3.1 Non-Governmental Organisations

The BDP strongly recognizes the contribution of non-state actors like 
community-based organizations (CBOs), faith-based organizations (FBOs) and civil
society groups commonly referred to as nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) as 
partners in national development.

They 28 are also critical and will continue to be relevant in strengthening the 
capacity of government institutions and other stakeholders to develop and expand
various community-based services in a sustainable way.

We shall therefore:

i. Continue to work with NGOs as our partners in development and nation 
building.

ii. Formulate the necessary policy to ensure that NGOs continue to work openly 
and freely in Botswana.

iii. Identify those NGOs that are suitable to perform certain tasks in 
partnership with or on behalf of the government.
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iv. Financially support qualifying NGOs to enable them to discharge vital social
or community duties. 

v. Keep open a dialogue between government and relevant NGOs on specific topics 
of national interest. 

3.3.2 Social Welfare

The BDP continues to recognize the importance of providing social welfare 
programmes as a strategy to combat disadvantage; i.e. illness, disease, 
violence, injury or disability, poverty, homelessness, domestic strife, being 
orphaned. 

We shall therefore: 

i. Continue our policies that ensure that these vulnerable groups are cared for.

ii. Ensure that our social welfare schemes such as the Old Age pension scheme 
designed for the aged and the vulnerable in our society are continued and where 
necessary improved. 

iii. We shall continue to ensure that health, education, and other social 
amenities are available to the needy in our society. 

3.3.3 Health Policy 

We are committed to providing quality health care services to Batswana.

The BDP further commits to investing significantly in the health sector. 

We shall therefore: 

i. Continue to invest in the provision of health facilities with the necessary 
human resources in all parts of the country.
 
ii. Develop a medical school which shall become a centre of excellence for the 
region and beyond and 30 produce health personnel and research of the highest 
quality. 

iii. Continue to provide and expand HIVI AIDS testing, counselling and therapy. 

iv. Welcome and encourage private sector participation in the health sector.

v. Develop strategies for the retention of highly trained medical personnel. 

3.3.4 Labour Relations

The harmonious labour relations that are the hallmark of our economic 
development shall be nurtured through a true partnership between the government,
the employer and the employee.

We shall therefore: 

i. Continue to nurture the relationships among all stakeholders in the labour 
sector.

ii. Ensure the resolution of labour disputes through dialogue and not 
confrontation.

iii. Endeavour to ensure that our judicial system especially the Industrial 
Court is sufficiently resourced to enable it to dispose labour disputes 
expeditiously. 

iv. Continue to comply with our obligations under the ILO conventions. 

Resource our Labour Department in all parts of the Country to enable it to carry
out regular workplace inspections to protect the rights of the workers. 
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3.4 A Safe and Secure Nation 

The security of Batswana and their property is of paramount importance to the 
BDP.

This priority is demonstrated by the likely established Ministry of Defence, 
Justice and Security.

The BDP reaffirms its commitment to protect and provide a conducive environment 
safe for the current and future generations. 

We shall therefore:

3.4.1 Continue to resource our security apparatus to effectively defend and 
protect our sovereignty, our lives and our properties, from both internal and 
external threats.

3.4.2 Engage communities throughout the country in order to reduce crime. 

3.4.3 Improve speed of litigation and reduce backlog of cases in order to ensure
that criminals are dealt with expeditiously.

3.4.4 Continue to find remedies to reduce or eliminate criminals acts such as 
the killing of women, rapes, armed robberies and other violent crimes.
 
3.4.5 Continue to equip and provide resources to enable our law enforcement 
agencies to deal with crime. 

3.4.6 Continue dialogue with the nation to reduce the abuse of alcohol which is 
one of the causes of crime and other negative social trends. 

3.5 An Open, Democratic and Accountable Nation
 
3.5.1 Democracy
 
The BDP believes in and shall hold democracy steadfastly, not just as a method 
of electing the government but as a way of life.

We believe in the right of the individual to hold a view however different to 
ours.

We shall therefore:

i. Defend and deepen all the pillars of our democracy.

ii. Ensure that free and fair elections for local and central government are 
held regularly in accordance with our constitution and other laws.
 
iii. Protect the right of individuals at the community level to exercise their 
choice of who their local leadership should be.

iv. Promote a free and responsible media.

v. Allow and promote open debate. 

3.5.2 Local Government
 
Local authorities ensure the delivery of services and amenities such as roads, 
clinics, schools at the very local or community level.

These must, therefore, be properly resourced to enable them to deliver on that 
all important mandate.

We shall therefore:

i. Decentralise the provision of services to the local authorities so that they 
can deliver goods, services, and amenities that our people expect from them.
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ii. Devolve appropriate powers to the local leadership. 

iii. Regularly review the distribution and location of local authorities. 

3.5.3 Foreign Policy

The BDP pursues cordial relations with all nations.

We believe in the sovereignty of states. 

We shall therefore: 

i. Continue our policy of peaceful co-existence with other nations.

ii. Respect the sovereignty of all nations.

iii. Be active members of the community of nations in all their formations.

iv. Contribute in accordance with our capability to international peace making 
and peace keeping.

v. Abide by international obligations.
 
3.6 A Moral and Tolerant Nation 

The fabric of a good society is made of persons who respect the rights of 
others.

A society in which there is a total breakdown of law, order, respect, compassion
is as good as dead.

Our democracy is premised on tolerance and our ability to respect others' 
opinions and beliefs.
 
We shall therefore:

i. Engage religious organisations, traditional leaders, elders in promoting an 
appropriate moral code of conduct.

ii. Promote and protect the civil liberties of all in accordance with the 
Constitution of Botswana. 

iii. Continue promoting 'botho' as a rallying value. 

3.7 A United and Proud Nation 

Botswana is a culturally diverse nation.

The BDP will always recognise, protect and promote the rights and dignity of 
all.

Paramount to all of this, however, is our nationhood, our togetherness which 
regardless of which community, grouping tribe one collies from we all place at 
the pinnacle of our unity.

Our unity as a nation, even as diverse as we are, is the glue that binds us.
 
We shall therefore:

i. Defend and promote the right of all in their communities to speak their 
language, enjoy their traditional practices and promote their culture so long as
in doing so they do not disrespect the rights of others.

ii. Continue to celebrate our unity in diversity. 

c. Promote cultural exchanges and cross cultural appreciation. 
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iii. Provide resources for the enhancement of sports and recreation. 

There is still no alternative 

The BDP has a pool of able leaders within its membership to take Botswana to 
greater heights and is ready to lead the country in both good and hard times, 
and deliver on our contract with the nation. 

4 Conclusion

4.1 Economic diversification efforts to include agriculture at both the 
subsistence and commercial levels to fight poverty and unemployment. 

4.2 Mobilise the necessary resources for the realisation of these promises to 
you. 

4.3 Continue to be tolerant, democratic and promote constructive advice. 

4.4 Continue to listen to you, the voters by holding public consultations in 
line with the Party policy of Therisanyo (Consultation).
 
4.5 Accelerate public sector reforms and forge strong partnership with the 
private sector and civil society. 

4.6 Adhere to the highest levels of good and accountable governance as a 
prerequisite for success. 

4.7 Continue our sound economic policies in order to attain high levels of 
economic development as well as prosperity for all. 

4.8 Intensify and accelerate efforts to improve the implementation and 
monitoring of policies and programmes. 

There is still no alternative.
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